Europe AND Space Policy
The project reflects the effort to advance, and promote our diverse educational structures pertaining to Space Policy and Europe’s developing role therein. It is designed to meet the demands of academia, industry and research in a rapidly growing area. It aims to tap an emerging field which offers inter-disciplinary education and training opportunities for the next generations of experts and leaders in teaching, research and innovation.

I. INTRODUCING THE PROJECT IDEA
“Daring Ideas are like chessmen moved forward; 
they may be beaten but they may start a winning game”
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

More than 60 years ago humanity entered the Space Era. In an effort to understand the resulting developments, in order to predict ensuing dangers or simply to be able to make the “right” choices among different scenarios of future development, we need to study all that that has taken place already and what is happening as we speak. It for these and similar reasons that we need to promote European Space Sciences, both within and outside Europe’s borders. As early as 1988, the European Commission foresaw these challenges, when it referred to “…the transition from the heroic age of space conquest to that of the exploitation of space has given rise to a whole series of new challenges which have fundamental implications for the social and economic fabric”
.  

Yet, it is possible that we miss out on these developments and events. In fact it has happened already. When referring to the years that followed the Industrial Revolution, Deirdre McCloskey, an economist and economic historian, describes the socioeconomic events and developments “[s]o strange were these events that before they happened they were not anticipated, and while they were happening they were not comprehended… The British economy from 1780 to 1860 was unpredictable because it was novel, not to say bizarre”
. It is therefore imperative that we examine and study in a comprehensive and interdisciplinary manner the developments early on in order to ensure that we do not simply produce space technologies but that we are capable of assimilating them in our societies, interweaving space with society and the economy, utilizing space policy as a valuable tool. This is the way in order to pursue a role in space for Europe as well as high living quality for the Europeans. Hence the necessity to promote European space studies across the borders of the Union.

“Space Policy”, as an interdisciplinary field with special links to policy studies and political science, has established the contours of research in the application of policy in matters pertaining to the management and exploration of space.
 Striving for academic excellence alongside technological innovation and progress we need to invest in and promote the field of European space academia, be it studies associated with law or the humanities, such as Space Law, Security Studies, or influenced by Astrophysics, Astronomy etc. Europe boasts of its technological breakthroughs, yet it is unable – in this particular area – to capitalise on its success at the academic level. The goal of our project is twofold: one the hand, to bring forth to the world the existence of these high level educational establishments and their accomplishments; and on the other hand to provide an career alternative for the thousands of young people, thus attracting more and more students both from within and outside the Union. 
Last but not least, one could not think of a better champion for Europe’s struggle to become “the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social cohesion”. Space Sciences are at the cutting-edge of research; they have the potential to absorb more people as students or researchers than they are currently doing; and, finally, as space technologies evolve even further and the cycle of space business broadens, more high-quality experts and personnel in general will be required. Undoubtedly the promotion of the European space academia will contribute to the renewal of research at the European level as well as adding even more to the high standing of the European higher education. Europe will be able to attract more students who will turn into much need future specialists for its Space Industry. At the same time, the European economy will come more and more close to becoming what the writers of the Lisbon Strategy dreamt when they set as the goal of the Union to become “the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world…”.
The project focuses on and aims to promote high quality academic education and professional competence. It builds on our best available experts from humanities, social sciences and science, making it attractive to students and offering a wide span of options and combinations. It also provides a unique opportunity to benefit from mobility as students are expected to study at different European universities. 
 II. FUNDING
The above mentioned action is envisaged to be funded by the Erasmus Mundus programme (action 3) of the European Commission. The aim of the Erasmus Mundus programme is to promote European higher education, to help improve and enhance the career prospects of students and to promote intercultural understanding through cooperation with third countries, in accordance with EU external policy objectives in order to contribute to the sustainable development of third countries in the field of higher education. 

Proposals for Erasmus Mundus "Promotion of European Higher Education" projects (Action 3) should be submitted by 29 April 2011 under the Call for Proposals EACEA/29/10. Selected projects will start between October and December 2011 and will have a duration of minimum 12 and maximum 36 months.
On the basis of the budget submitted by the applicant, the Agency (authorised service of EC for this programme), when assessing and selecting proposals, with the assistance of external experts, deducts any ineligible, unnecessary or excessive items of expenditure and determines the Approved Budget in the light of the project aims and in accordance with the rules on eligibility and financial evaluation. On the basis of the Approved Budget, the Agency determines the European Union grant to be provided for the project. This is expressed as a total amount, both in absolute terms and as a Community contribution limited to a maximum of 75% of the approved budget. The grant will be broken down between the following main categories of expenditure:

1. staff costs

2. travel and subsistence

3. equipment and materials

4. subcontracting, consultancy and other external services

5. conferences and seminars

6. other direct costs

7. general (indirect) costs
III. The University of Crete

The University of Crete was established in 1973. It is a dynamic educational and research institution with a growing national and international reputation for its innovative approaches to a wide range of academic disciplines and research fields, including humanities, social sciences, science, a highly respectable Medical School, and a number of affiliated research institutes and centers. The University has a student body of over 12500 undergraduate students and 2500 graduate and postgraduate students.
A significant part of the University’s mission is interaction with the community, economy and culture of Crete, and this has been promoted in part by the national and international recognition achieved through the scientific and technological accomplishments of the University in collaboration with the Foundation for Research and Technology (ITE).

The University combines in a unique way the advantages of relatively small Departments (better contact with faculty members, better possibilities for adapting programmes to the needs of the students) and the many and varied opportunities of research activity. From medicine and biology through to education, philosophy, literature and classical studies, and from the natural sciences and mathematics through to sociology and political science, the University has a dynamic presence nationally and internationally.
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